
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

November 2, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Kenneth Cartier    Norma Trueblood 
Jack Tompkins 
Letha Jackson     
Jason Allen 

 
Also present: Mayor David Patriarca, Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. 
Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  218-2016 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session - Not Adopted 
     
Council President Allen advised that there would be no Closed Session.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.  
 

Anne Quinn, Country Lakes - 1. Questioned Res. 219-2016 and where the money is going. 
Council President Allen advised that the money is not going anywhere but is being 

cancelled. 2. Questioned Res. 224-2016 and why we are transferring funds and where it is 
going to. Council President Allen advised that the funds are being transferred to different 
departments where it is needed. Councilman Tompkins advised on why the money is being 

transferred and that it is a normal process. 3. Questioned the purchase of a trailer for Public 
Works. Council President Allen advised that this was being pulled from the agenda until the 

next meeting. 4. Questioned the vacant property fees under New Business. Council 
President Allen advised that this was discussed a few years ago and then a few meetings ago 
there were business owners and investors that came forward with concerns and that Council 
will continue a discussion this evening.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed this portion of 
the meeting.   

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 

by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 

Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 

removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 

regular agenda. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 
MINUTES FILED BY CLERK 
Regular Meeting, October 19, 2016. 
 

Councilman Tompkins asked to pull Resolutions 219-2016, 224-2016, 226-2016 and 227-
2016. 

 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
 219-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 220-2016 Authorizes the cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for a veterans 
   property tax exemption for Larry and Eva M. Hyche on Block 636, Lot 23. 
 
 221-2016 Authorizes the cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for a veterans 



   property tax exemption for Ilene Wooloch on Block 808, Lot 27. 
 
 222-2016 Authorizes the cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for a veterans 
   property tax exemption for James R. Anderson on Block 517, Lot 6. 
 
 223-2016 Authorizes the cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for a veterans 
   property tax exemption for Kenneth C. III and Leah M. Gilmore on Block 676, Lot 
   89. 
   
 224-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 225-2016 Authorizes the Mayor to execute a discharge of a mortgage and note for Bonnie 
   Manning at the premises known as 169 Radcliff Avenue, Browns Mills, New Jersey, 
   Block 350, Lot 1 in the Township of Pemberton.  
 
 226-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 227-2016  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 228-2016 Authorizes Preliminary Approval of Farmland Preservation Application for the 
   Fenimore and Kirby Farms. 

  
NEW BUSINESS 
*a.  Purchases over $2,000 
    
 1.  Recreation & Senior Services - Purchase of 2 year software subscription from RecDesk Software in 
 the total amount of $6,960.00. 
 
 2.  Tax Collector - Purchase of Envelopes, Bills and Delinquent Notices from Wilson Web Services in 
 the total amount of $2,313.50. 
 
 3.  Public Works - Purchase of a 7' x 14' Trailer from Hecht Trailer, LLC in  the total amount of 
 $2,657.70. Pulled from the Agenda to be considered at a later date.  

 

Motion by Tompkins and Cartier to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Tompkins, yes; 

Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

RESOLUTIONS  
219-2016 Authorizes the cancellation of unexpended appropriations and other 
   open balances in the total amount of $267,515.88. Pulled from the Consent 

   Agenda.  

 
Councilman Tompkins stated that we had received a grant in 2013 and questioned if this 
was a different grant from that one. Mr. Gonzalez advised he believes it to be the same 
grant and that there is money that was not expended for curb cuts as they were going to go 
in areas that they were unsuccessful in getting grants for and it was decided not to build curb 
cuts to nowhere without the sidewalks. Added that this was essentially cleanup on paper as 
we never received the money. Councilman Tompkins questioned if this money could be 
used for a curb cut by Kay's Laundry. Mr. Gonzalez noted that it could not be as this is for 
grants that closed out in 2013 and further explained the other monies being closed out.  
 
Motion by Tompkins and Cartier to approve Resolution 219-2016. Tompkins, yes; Cartier, 
yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 224-2016 Authorizes the transfer of funds in the CY2016 Budget totaling  
   $191,000.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Tompkins stated that one of the lines money is going into is for legal 
services and it does not specify why and asked what this is for. Mr. Gonzalez advised 
that this is a general category of legal services that do not pertain to the Prosecutor or 
Public Defender but it is for services provided by Mr. Bayer and his firm with regard 
to ongoing litigation and various real estate transactions his firm has been working 
on as well as the PBA lawsuit. Councilman Tompkins asked if the $230,000 
budgeted was not enough. Mr. Gonzalez advised that it will not be enough but 
whether the full additional $30,000 will be needed is unknown. Advised why this is 
done this way to avoid Administration having to continue coming to Council. It was 
noted that this also goes to the Special Counsel Pool of attorneys. Councilman 
Tompkins questioned the additional money going to Engineering. Mr. Gonzalez 
noted there have been various projects that have come up throughout the year that 
were not anticipated. Advised on the various things that affect this including the 
Road Program and grants. Councilman Tompkins questioned Solid Waste and is this 
the one we have a contract with. Mr. Gonzalez advised that there are two Solid 
Waste costs, one to the contractor and the other is for the cost of dumping which 



goes up and down. Explained why the CFO wanted to transfer this much. Council 
President Allen asked to explain why there would be excess monies left over in 
Salaries & Wages. Mr. Gonzalez noted that there are employees that may retire that 
were not anticipated and new employees cost less. Advised that also when employees 
are out on Workers Comp, we get a large portion reimbursed by the insurance 
company.  
 
Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve Resolution 224-2016. Tompkins, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 226-2016 Authorizes an application for the New Jersey Department of  
   Transportation - Transportation Alternatives Program (NJDOT TAP). 
   Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Tompkins questioned what the details of the grant are and this does not 
show any dollar value and is there matching funds if approved. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that this grant was for the streetscaping of Juliustown Road all the way down 
to Clubhouse Road and everything in front of the businesses as they work to 
continue redeveloping this area. Advised that they would be closing on JC's Market 
some time in late December and are still negotiating with Sun's Market. Noted that 
this would be for the finishing touches. Advised that the number they are throwing 
around is $1.2 - $1.3 million dollars. Councilman Tompkins asked if this was a 
County Road. Mayor Patriarca noted that this was a County Road. Councilman 
Tompkins asked if they should be paying for this. Mayor Patriarca advised they 
would if the streets were being done but this is for curbing in to the business not out 
and it is our responsibility. Councilman Tompkins asked about a developer. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that they would solicit a developer on the project for the business 
once they assemble all of the properties needed. Advised that the expense could be 
pushed off into the project but that there are grants for this type of stuff and this is 
free money. Mr. Gonzalez advised that this will reduce the cost to the developer of 
the public improvements making it more desirable to developers and gives them an 
incentive.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 226-2016. Cartier, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 227-2016 Authorizes an application to Burlington County for a Municipal Park 
   Development Grant in the amount of $250,000.00. Pulled from the Consent 

   Agenda.  

 
Councilman Tompkins questioned looking for more grant monies for parks and 
questioned if this would have matching funds. Mayor Patriarca advised that there 
would not be. Advised that this has been approved each year and received some 
funding each year and this is the grant we use to build our parks and has been a 
phenomenal program. Encouraged Council to go up to Bayberry Park and see what 
has been done. Advised on parks that are in need of repair and some of the plans.  
 
Motion by Tompkins and Cartier to approve Resolution 227-2016. Tompkins, yes; 
Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
b. Discussion of Chapter 145. Property Maintenance, Article XIV. Maintenance  
 of Vacant Properties, Registration Requirements and Fees.  

 
Council President Allen advised that a few meetings ago this was discussed and there were 
people here to voice their opinion on this and Council agreed to put on for further 
discussion. Councilman Tompkins advised on where he stands with this. Noted he has 
come to many meetings for a long time and heard many resident complaints about empty 
homes and nothing be done with them. Noted that back in 2013 Council was looking to 
develop a control measure to force banks that have held on to properties for a long time, to 
get them back on the market and get someone in the houses. Noted that he feels that 
somehow it became a revenue stream and he does not think this is right. Stated he has read 
through the code and feels there are many things that need fixing. Commented that during 
construction there are various delays and that construction can be going on in a house that 
cannot be seen from outside. Stated he feels there should be clear cut instructions and feels 
this is just not right. Noted that under section 145-44a it talks about registering a vacant 
property and commented that when you are in the military you are often in transit more 



than 30 days and will be subject to paying the $500 fee while you are waiting to move in. 
Council President Allen advised that he had talked with Mr. Gonzalez about this and asked 
for clarification of the definition of the vacant property. Mr. Bayer advised that someone 
who owns a home and goes away fro 3 months is still in legal occupation of their home even 
if they are gone and this is not enforced that way. Councilman Tompkins commented that 
he has been advised that there are people that have been notified of a registration 
requirement because they have had no water usage at their property for an extended amount 
of time. Mr. Bayer advised it was for a 2 year period. Councilman Tompkins stated that 
there are interpretations and is should not be that way. Mr. Bayer advised Mr. Tompkins to 
get some information from Mr. Benedetti to determine how they are enforcing this chapter. 
Mr. Gonzalez noted that there have been no issues with the interpretation in our court 
regarding this ordinance. It was noted that the Municipal Court has upheld the ordinance. 
Council President Allen advised that Mr. Tompkins has not stated what his suggestions are 
and that this fee schedule is to get the bank to do something with the property and that is 
why they are scheduled like this. Councilman Tompkins noted that he has no problem as 
long as it is for the bank to do something. Council President Allen noted that if a property 
owner is doing nothing the property will still be an eyesore. Mr. Gonzalez added that we 
cannot apply the ordinance differently to the owner of the property just because one is a 
bank and one is an individual as it would pose challenges. A discussion ensued on legally 
occupying a home. Council President Allen noted his issue and asked if Councilman 
Tompkins had any suggestions on changes. Councilman Tompkins noted he was military 
and had a hard time renting his home within 30 days. Councilwoman Jackson noted that it 
would be 60 days with the incidence he is referring to. Mr. Gonzalez advised that there is 
military protection on the federal level. Noted a mechanism put into place with the Tax 
Office so that they are aware of the charges so that when lien searches are done the Tax 
Collector would also be able to advise them of these charges. Councilman Tompkins 
questioned 145-9, violations and penalties and noted that if we are charging someone $1,000 
a day, we would own the property within 4 months. Mr. Bayer noted that if a summons is 
issued for failure to register, the owner would have to come before the municipal court. A 
discussion ensued on violations and how they could be applied. Mr. Gonzalez noted it is a 
judicial decision and explained the process. Councilman Tompkins stated he remembers 
hearing this 3 years ago and the intent with which it was put in place but the way it is today 
he disagrees with it and doesn't believe it is doing the residents any good. Agreed with the 
person who came in and said this is nothing but a cash grab. Council President Allen asked 
Councilman Tompkins what he would like to see happen with this ordinance. Councilman 
Tompkins stated it would be nice to see 1 or 2 Council members sit down with those that 
came in and complained as well as Code Enforcement and discuss where this could be 
adjusted and then present a new ordinance. Noted he would be willing to sit on a 
committee. Mayor Patriarca advised that they are not checking obituaries and going out to 
find vacant properties. Stated that the contractors that are working on houses that obtain 
permits are not being subject to this ordinance because we are aware construction is 
underway. Stated that he feels that Council did this right and put this in place to answer the 
concerns of the residents. Commented that they did look into the problem of vacant 
properties and found a solution or a tool that was given to the communities by the State that 
are being used across New Jersey and is not a cash cow. Stated they are not looking for cash 
but rather for properties to be maintained and occupied. Councilman Tompkins asked how 
much money came from this last year. Mayor Patriarca advised it was $511,000 which tells 
him we have a major problem with vacant homes. Noted other towns that have the same 
ordinance in place. A discussion ensued on the ordinance if it is putting houses back on the 
market. Councilman Tompkins asked how much of this money was put back into these 
vacant homes. Mayor Patriarca advised these properties are not our to invest in and noted 
the process when we have to go in and clean up the yards. Council President Allen noted 
that our definition of a vacant property is out of compliance with the State definition. Mr. 
Bayer noted he would look into this. Councilwoman Jackson noted that Councilman 
Tompkins asked if he is the only one that has a problem with the ordinance and noted that 
that they have sat up here and listened to many residents complain about the vacant homes 
and this was a mechanism put in place to address the issue. A discussion ensued on the 
ordinance and the fees within. Councilman Tompkins commented that residents do not 
come to the meeting because Council just nods their heads. Council President Allen advised 
that there could be many reasons why residents do not come to the meetings and noted they 
do not have to come to the meeting to address Council.  

 
c. Discussion and possible appointment to Pemberton Township Municipal Utilities 
 Authority to fill vacancy of Alternate #2 position.  
 
Council President Allen noted that there were 2 residents that gave letters of interest, Gaye 
Chavis and Donna LaVebre and noted he would support Donna LaVebre. Councilwoman 



Jackson noted she was voting for Gaye Chavis but agreed that both candidates are qualified.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Tompkins to approve Resolution 229-2016, to fill the unexpired term 
of Dr. Thomas Cathers. Cartier, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, no; Allen, yes. Motion 
carried.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 a.  Engineer's Report - November 2, 2016 
 
Council President Allen asked if Council had any comments. Council had none.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 10/28/16. 
 
Councilman Tompkins questioned Police Training on page 5 and if we had approved a 
Chaplain. Mayor Patriarca advised that we have been working with the local ministries to 
re-establish the Chaplain program and have 3 individuals that are at the top of the program 
and are being trained and getting established as the core of the program. Noted we 
anticipate bringing on other members as well. Noted that that Pastors Anderson, Trueblood 
and Hayes will be attending this training.  
 
Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve the bill list. Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Cartier, yes with the exception of any fire department related bills which he abstains from; 
Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Advised that the court had approved our Fair Share Housing Plan and 
that the Township now has a judgment of compliance and no one can sue us for a period of 
10 years. Noted that there are a couple of clean up items in the terms of resolutions that 
need to be addressed before the end of the year. Commented that this is good news and will 
allow us to continue to spend monies towards rehabilitating homes for people who qualify.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Commended Council for their independent thinking and 
decision making process to get to the end of the issues they deal with. Stated he does not feel 
that the Council he supports works as a bobble head or works for someone else other than 
the residents and the people of this community. Stated he feels they do their homework and 
addresses each issue independently and in the right manor. Noted that Bayberry Park is still 
underway and that Public Works and Recreation are creating a phenomenal park there. 
Encouraged all to check it out in a couple weeks. Commented that the Road Program is still 
going on but had taken a small break to help with the build on Bayberry Park but they are 
back and out on Burrs Mills Road now. Noted they are working their way out to 
Presidential Lakes and noted the roads being addressed. Commended the Recreation 
Department on another phenomenal event with the Monster Mash at the Country Lakes 
Firehouse. Commended the volunteers that stepped up and helped with the project. Noted it 
was very well attended. Commented that the Winter Festival and tree lighting are coming 
up next month.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Tompkins - Commented on the scouts in the audience and that he appreciates 
them coming out. Stated that believe it or not they really do all get along even though they 
may have some heated discussions they are all a part of the same community. Commented 
on the handicapped parking in our parking lot and the inability to gain access to the field 
and that he is still keeping an eye out and hopes a mechanism is put in place so the 
handicapped people can get on to the field. Mayor Patriarca noted he agrees with him and 
they are working on it. Advised that he had spoken to a Freeholder this morning who 
assured him that the land swap is going to happen. Noted that once we own the property we 
will explore different types of access. Councilman Tompkins noted that there is no 
handicapped parking at the BMIA building or the Country Lakes Clubhouse and feels we 
are in violation of ADA laws. Commented on possibly renaming West End Park to the 
Stinney Recreation Center. Noted that she did a lot for the community and was always 
about the kids. Councilwoman Jackson noted that someone had mentioned naming 
Bayberry Park after Councilwoman Stinney as she lived near that section.  

 



Councilwoman Jackson - Stated it was very nice to see the scouts there and remembers 
when her boys were Boy Scouts. The scouts noted they were from pack 415. Advised the 
boys they looked very handsome and thanked them for really paying attention. Gave kudos 
to the pack leaders. Stated she sees the trees getting done in Lake Valley and the residents 
thank Public Works for that. Thanked all for coming out and to drive home safe.  

 
Councilman Cartier - Commented that it was nice to see the young people out at the 
meeting, albeit to earn a badge, they are here. Wished everyone a Happy and Safe 
Thanksgiving and he looks forward to seeing all at the next meeting.  
 

Council President Allen -  Gave a shout out to the scouts and thanked them for coming. 
Advised the scouts that if they have any questions to reach out to any Council member. 
Asked all to have a good night.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


